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 To:   Mayor and Members of City Council  

From:  Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides, City Manager 

Date:  August 26, 2022 

Subject:  Weekly Update 
 

 

 

CITY MANAGER 

Flim Mavericks, a film-making company based in Austin, came to City Hall on Wednesday 

to interview the City Manager, Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides. The interview was for a 

documentary film being produced by Film Mavericks, in partnership with Ron Holifield and 

Strategic Government Resources, about the Council/Manager form of government and 

the City Manager profession. The project includes more than thirty cities all around the 

country as well as some of the most esteemed city administration historians.  The purpose 

of the project is to look at why the Council/Manager model is so effective and efficient, 

explain how the form functions in collaboration with elected officials, as well as look at the 

history of the profession and some of the pioneers along the way.   

Upon completion, the film will be distributed around the country and used as an orientation 

for new city employees and newly elected officials as well as serve as a resource to cities 

considering a recharter.   
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 PUBLIC WORKS 

Operational Updates: 
 
Utilities Division 

¶ Water usage was 41.893 million gallons this reporting period, August 15-21, 2022, 
down from 50.396 million gallons the previous week. The daily peak water demand 
of 8.255 million gallons occurred on Monday, August 15. There were 1.24 inches 
of precipitation during this reporting period. 

¶ There were thirteen hydrants flushed, six valves exercised, and approximately 
1,648,718 gallons of water loss, including loss due to water main breaks. 

¶ Crews responded to three sewer calls, completed one sewer dig, installed clean-
outs, and cleaned 8,875 feet of sewer line in the Merribrook, Memory, Melody, and 
Woodhaven areas. 

¶ Two sanitary sewer overflow events were reported to City Council and the 
appropriate regulatory authority. The torrential rain events precipitated the events. 

¶ There were two water main breaks and three service lines repaired. 

¶ Over ten right-of-way locates were completed. 

¶ The Solid Waste Division received three scheduling questions, two trash 
complaints, and one special request.  

¶ Two recycle bins were distributed to residents. 
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Street Division 
 

¶ Completed asphalt pavement repairs at 1239 Greenway, 318 Merribrook, and 

1107 West Ridge. 

¶ Repaired utility cuts at 204 W. Camp Wisdom. 

¶ Installed an ADA ramp at 319 Melody. 

¶ Marked twenty-six right-of-way locates. 

¶ Cleaned one inlet at 1239 Greenway. 

¶ Removed 127 cubic yards of brush from the right-of-way at 619 Redman, 1200 Hill 

City, 1435 Aaron Place, 242 Softwood, 300 N. Casa Grande, 515 Roundtop, and 

517 Red Bird. 

¶ Set up lane closure for Duncan-Switch. 

¶ Removed several fallen trees from neighborhood streets that were due to storm 

events. 

¶ Repaired the sidewalk at 1011 Florence. 

¶ Patched four potholes at 1100 Green Hills. 

¶ Inspected thirty-two headwalls, cleaned nine, and removed six cubic yards of trash 

and debris. 

¶ Viking Construction will micro-surface Calder, clean up, and address the punch list 

as soon as weather permits. 

¶ Cam-Crete Construction completed pavement replacement on W. Wheatland. 

¶ Cam-Crete will continue pavement replacement on Cockrell Hill as weather 

permits. 

 

 
                              Viking Construction Micro-Surfacing Duncanville Streets 
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CIP Construction 
 

¶ E. Danieldale Rd. Reconstruction and Utility Improvements Project (Main St. 
to US-67) ï M-CO, Paveconôs subcontractor, is prepping the site for the installation 
of the 16-inch water main by locating existing utilities and developing a plan for 
installation. Work was minimal due to the inclement weather. Oncor began erecting 
the light poles along the corridor. 

 

  
 

 
Below is the tentative Danieldale Road Reconstruction and Utility Improvements schedule 
for the project milestones: 
 

Milestone Tentative 
Completion 

Actual 
Completion 

Storm & Sewer Under Eastbound Lanes 
(EBL)  

July 2021 July 2021 

All Utilities Under Westbound Lanes 
(WBL) 

November 2021 March 2022 

WBL Paving June 2022 June 2022 

Install Water Line Under EBL August 2022 September 2022 

EBL Paving Complete October 2022 To Be Determined 

Project Complete Dec 2022 / Jan 2023 To Be Determined 
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¶ Forest Hills Ramps Reconstruction ï The City of Duncanville and the Dallas 
County Planning & Development Department, via the federally funded HUD 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, are funding construction 
improvements to the reinforced concrete ramps and sidewalks at four intersections 
within the Forest Hills Subdivision. The Cityôs contractor, Northstar Construction, 
LLC, continued setting the concrete formwork and pouring the new concrete ramps 
and sidewalk at the Forest-Alexander intersection. All of the proposed concrete 
ramps and sidewalks have been completed. Northstar continued placing sod and 
completing the asphalt transitions. Pavement markings and push buttons for 
pedestrian travel at the Center-Freeman intersection will be installed early next 
week. Project completion is anticipated by the end of August. 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ TXDOT I-20 Construction Cockrell Hill Rd to Hampton Rd ï TXDOT plans to 
construct new service roads and ramps from Cockrell Hill Rd. in Duncanville to 
Hampton Rd. in Dallas to include new bridges across US-67.  Following City 
Council Resolution in August, TXDOT will construct the US-67 Cockrell Hill Rd. 
Texas U-Turn on the southwest side of the bridge.  The project was awarded at 
the beginning of December 2021.  The Pre-construction Meeting with TXDOT and 
the contractor was held on February 1, 2022.  Austin Bridge & Road, the contractor, 
started construction in April 2022, with an estimated completion date of January 
2025. A meeting with the Mayor, staff, and TXDOT took place on Monday, August 
22, to discuss construction improvements that could impair visibility at the City-
owned property located at 730 E. Interstate Highway 20. TXDOT is preparing 
additional information to share with the City. 
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¶ The Highway 67 Green Ribbon Construction Project ï Green Ribbon Project 
construction commenced on October 11, 2021, with estimated completion now 
scheduled to occur in November 2022. In addition to site and irrigation 
improvements, the contractor is installing piers for the Wintergreen Road 
monument and pouring concrete for the footings. Landscape planting is expected 
to occur in September 2022. 

 
 

¶ Fire Station #1 ï Staff and BRW Architects completed the 100% Construction 
Drawings.  CORE Construction, the Construction Manager at Risk, put the project out 
for bid.  A ñSubcontractor Outreach Eventò was conducted on March 22, 2022, at the 
Senior Center from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and a Virtual Pre-bid meeting was held on 
March 24, 2022. CORE opened bids on April 7, 2022. Council approved the 
Guaranteed Maximum Price agreement in June 2022. Notice of Intent to Award 
Contract was provided to Core Construction on July 20, 2022. The Construction 
Kickoff meeting was held on August 10, 2022. Construction commencement should 
occur in October 2022, and a ribbon cutting is tentatively scheduled for October 25 at 
10 a.m. The anticipated completion date is Fall 2023.  


