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DATE:
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SUBJECT:

Weekly Update

Sales Tax Report – Sales tax collections for November sales (January payment) shows
a slight decrease of -0.9% over the same period last year, and an overall increase for FY
19 sales tax collections (two months) of 0.41% over FY 18 sales tax revenue.
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Bond Project Planning – with the successful passage of the bond election in November
2018, staff has been busy with preliminary planning and steps necessary for issuance of
the bonds. Here is a summary of work to date:
• Next week, staff and financial advisers Hilltop Securities, will meet with
representatives from S&P Global Ratings and Fitch Ratings, to discuss the city’s
financial and economic status. This is a necessary step to affirming the city’s
current bond rating of “aa-” and hopefully attaining a rating increase. We will also
provide a tour of the city to each rating agency. We expect to come before City
Council in February to authorize issuance of the bonds.
• Parks and Public Works staff have developed project schedules and timelines for
all the bond projects. Where the possibility exists for grants, we have developed
the timelines to ensure design stages are completed to meet grant application
deadlines. Staff will brief the City Council on the bond project schedules at a
February City Council meeting.
• Design work continues on the Kidsville playground replacement and construction
of a splashpad in Armstrong Park. A citizen input meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, January 24 at 6:30p at the Senior Activity Center.
• The PIO will develop an informational website for citizens to track the progress of
each bond project, learn more about what each project involves, and see concept
plans and design plans as available. We expect that website to be launched in a
couple of months.
TCAP Board – Congratulations to Finance Director Richard Summerlin for being elected
to a second two-year term on the Texas Coalition for Affordable Power (TCAP) Board of
Directors! Richard was elected by 81% of the voting membership and will represent
“Medium Consumption” cities. TCAP is a non-profit corporation comprised of cities and
other political subdivisions to negotiate better electricity-buying deals than one individual
city or smaller group could accomplish. TCAP purchases in excess of 1.3 billion kw-hours
per year. Board members include elected and municipal officials with backgrounds in
management, finance, engineering, law and other disciplines.
Police Department – A Police entry level civil service exam will be given Saturday,
February 16, 2019 at 8:30a at 1023 Explorer Street, Duncanville, Texas 75137. Those
wishing to test must have an application card on file by 3:00p February 8, 2019.
Application cards are available by clicking the “APPLY NOW” button at:
http://www.duncanville.com/departments/police/
Officer Darius Williams was recognized for his quick thinking and response for an
individual he knew was diabetic and lived at a specific location to which Officer Williams
was dispatched on a welfare concern. Officer Williams forced his way in to the house
and found the individual in diabetic shock. Williams called for paramedics and tended to
the patient until they arrived.
The department received an appreciation email from Linda Miley, president and founder
of “Help to Heal.” This organization sponsored a donation drive to aid seniors in nursing,
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hospice, and memory care facilities prior to Christmas. Through on-going donations, the
Duncanville Police Department had received thousands of stuffed animals. Officer Doug
Sisk, on behalf of the department, donated hundreds of stuffed animals to the donation
drive sponsored by “Help to Heal.” The senior population is an often-overlooked part of
society, but with donations
from the Duncanville PD
and others, Ms. Miley
advised her organization
was able to serve over
1,200 seniors during the
Christmas Season.
January 9, 2019 was
National Law Enforcement
Appreciation Day. One of
the many expressions of
appreciation
to
our
personnel was from those
at the City Credit Union.
Pictured are officers from
one of the day shift patrols
and some of the credit
union’s employees.
Notes on recent successes:
• In an on-going effort to combat burglaries from vehicles, detectives routinely
deploy tracking devices in areas which have proven susceptible to these offenses.
A night shift was recently alerted to a burglary by such a device, quickly responded
to the area, and arrested two suspects for the burglary offense.
• A night shift officer arrested a person from a Dollar General Store for criminal
trespassing after the suspect violated a previously issued trespass warning.
• When a patrol officer attempted to stop a reported stolen vehicle, the driver of the
vehicle refused to stop for officers. After the vehicle was stopped and trapped at
a red light, officers were able to take a female juvenile into custody without further
incident. The car was returned to the owner.
• Detectives and patrol officers from Duncanville assisted the Cooke County
Sheriff’s Office on a search warrant they had secured for a residential address in
our city. A convicted felon was arrested for possession of a firearm, and police
confiscated several pounds of marijuana, several vials of THC concentrate,
methamphetamine, cocaine, and what is believed to be steroids.
• An abandoned vehicle was towed from the inside lane of S. Cockrell Hill Rd. The
vehicle posed a traffic hazard for motorists.
Fire Department – The Department has not had any major fire or EMS events in
Duncanville this week.
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Four candidates undergoing their final testing have successfully completed all tests.
Three of the new hires will begin employment on January 15 and the fourth will begin 12 weeks later. We are pleased to note that one of the new hires is a minority. All will
complete the orientation and training process before they will be included in staffing,
which usually averages 6-8 weeks.
The Department’s two firefighter/EMT’s in paramedic school at UT Southwestern will
complete their coursework next week. Three of four of the new firefighters will attend
paramedic school in the upcoming months when we can get them scheduled for school;
the fourth is already certified as a paramedic.
Public Works – Water usage was 24.335 MG the week of December 31 through January
6, down from 24.987 the previous week. The daily peak water demand occurred on
Sunday, January 6, when 3.855 MG was used. There was 1.31 inches of precipitation
that week.
A certificate of occupancy was issued for Centro Familiar Cristiano at 903 West Ridge
Drive on December 18, 2018. The newly built structure is an 11,000 square foot
auditorium that includes restrooms and an office.
The Residential Rental Property Registration Program that went into effect on January 1
has received 15 registrations to date. There are 3 pending applications. A review of deed
records identified over 2,200 potential rental properties. Letters are being prepared to
inform and remind property owners of the program.
The attached monthly Code Enforcement Report compares the 2017-2018 notices of
violations and citations issued for the month of December. For the month of December
2018, notices of violation are at -48.5% and citations are at -71.4% of those issued in
December 2017 due to the use of one code officer serving as backup for office
administrative functions. Year-to-date, notices of violations are up 93.2% and citations
issued are up 3.9% as compared to the same period in 2017.
Construction Update:
• The concrete construction crew repaired 120 sq.ft. of sidewalk at 723 Walnut
Street and installed two new ADA ramps at 710-714 Hopkins Avenue. Two ADA
ramps at 202-203 Van Rowe Avenue will be completed next week, making the
sidewalk repairs and ramp installations in the Flame West Addition 100%
complete. Crews will then begin work in the West Park Addition.
• Muniz Construction installed approximately 80 linear feet of storm sewer main for
the Granada/Flamingo Way Alley Reconstruction project. Paving crews formed
the alley roadway. This project is approximately 55% complete.
• Vortex Turnkey Solution LLC completed the pipebursting of approximately 1,100
linear feet of wastewater main along with all lateral services at Little Street for the
FY18 Pipebursting Program. Crews are now working in the Highland Drive area.
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Library – Spring programs at the library began this week. We will once again offer a wide
variety of weekly story-times for Preschoolers as well as Toddlers, as well as a Spanish
story-time session for all ages. Due to popular response, we are excited to have Miss
Amy back to offer Baby Sign-Language Story Time throughout February and March. We
will also offer our Lego Maniacs and Anime Club programs as well as the ever-popular
Paws and Reading Tutors where children can practice their reading skills by reading to
therapy dogs at the library.
The library will also host a variety of programs for adults 18 and up, including: Maker
Tuesdays where participants can create a variety of unique crafts such as book safes,
photo coasters, and frame looms. A monthly Dessert Book Club will meet on Saturdays,
and Thursday Movies at the library returns with current and classic movies. All programs
are free!
Parks and Recreation –
Parks:
• Most of the tulips have
been planted.
• All Christmas décor is
down and stored.
• Gantt chart planning
sessions for 2019 core
park activities for all
divisions has been
completed.
• We had a successful
first week of operation of
the entry gates at
Harrington Park with no
complaints or issues.
Seniors:
• It appears the technology classes for seniors has been successful if measured by
the number of seniors trading in their older flip phones for smartphones!
• The seniors took field trips this week to the Vintage Flying Museum and the
Maypearl Roadhouse.
Fieldhouse:
• The FH launched court-side concessions on the 360 Performance side of the
facility this past weekend and realized $1,000 in additional food and beverage
(F&B) revenue.
• The Fieldhouse will host auditions for the television contest “So You Think Can
Dance” on February 12, 2019.
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•

Two additional events have been booked for 2019: GASO Youth Basketball
Tournament in March and National NAGA Jiu-Jitsu Tournament in December.

Public Information – Attached is the first edition of the redesigned ‘The Champion’
monthly newsletter. Over time as we work to implement the new newsletter design, we
plan to include a Spanish version as well. Our goal is to provide a more reader-friendly,
easy to consume format and style using a consistent brand and visual identity. The
redesign not only reflects our community culture and values, but also gives residents City
news and highlights without overwhelming the reader with text/information. Our hope is
to also increase web traffic by driving readers to the website for more information (blue
text indicates hyperlinks). This is an early step in our overall marketing communication
strategic plan, and as we move forward you can expect to see more changes to the tools,
formats and types of media we use to better share our story and inform our citizens.
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Monthly Code Enforcement Report – December 2018
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