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CHAMPION
The Official Newsletter for the City of Duncanville

Inside this issue: General Election: Early Voting/Polling Location and Hours Pg. 3 • Duncanville Fieldhouse Floor 
Renovation Pg. 3 •  Christmas Parade Float Registration Pg. 4 • Holiday Grease Roundup Pg. 5

Duncanville Calendar

1st: City Council Meeting: 6PM Work Session/Briefing @ 
City Council Briefing Room: 7PM Regular Session @ City 
Hall Council Chambers  
3rd: Social Engagement Partnership Regular Meeting: 
7PM-9PM @ City Hall Conference Room B
4th: Early voting ends for the General Election 
8th: General Election Day (Pg. 3)
9th: Virtual Reality Innovation Commission Meeting: 7PM-
8:30PM @ EON Reality Entrepreneur School Conference 
Room, 103 E. Camp Wisdom Road
10th: Library Advisory Board Meeting: 6:30 PM @ Li-
brary/Recreation Conference Room
10th: Duncanville Community Economic Development 
Corporation (DCEDC) Regular Meeting: 6:30PM @ the 
City Council Briefing Room
10th: Duncanville Senior Advocacy Commission Meeting: 
7PM-9PM @ D.L. Hopkins Senior Center Northside Room  
11th: Keep Duncanville Beautiful Board Meeting: 8:30AM 
@ City Council Briefing Room   
Nov. 13th-Dec. 16: Duncanville Fieldhouse Closed for 
Floor Renovations (Pg. 3)
14th: Park & Recreation Advisory Board Meeting: 6:30PM 
@ City Council Briefing Room                                                                                                         
15th: City Council Meeting: 6PM Work Session/Briefing 
@ City Council Briefing Room: 7PM Regular Session @ 
City Hall Council Chambers  
17th: Duncanville Sports Legacy Commission: 7PM-8PM. 
@ City Hall Conference Room 2     
17th: Duncanville Community Multicultural Commission 
Meeting: 6:30PM @ City Council Briefing Room 
21-25th: Parks and Recreation Thanksgiving Camp
30th: Neighborhood Vitality Commission Meeting: 7PM 
@ City Council Briefing Room
24-25th: City Administrative Offices closed in obser-
vance of the Thanksgiving holiday. No garbage/recycling 
services.
Nov. 28th-Jan9: Holiday Grease Roundup (Pg.5)
Visit www.duncanville.com for updates to this calendar. 

Infrastructure Improvements Underway
Your Public Works Department has been busy with 
infrastructure improvements throughout the city.  
Many of these projects are 
currently under construction 
or have recently been 
completed such the erosion 
control improvement project 
at Lions Park. The existing 
retaining walls along Horne Branch were lengthened 
approximately 200 feet to prevent further erosion 
along the south bank at a cost of approximately 
$119,528.00.  

The FY2016 Water/Wastewater Improvements 
Project along Roma Drive between Greenstone 

Continues on Page 2.
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City Welcomes New Assistant Director of Public Works
Please join our staff in welcoming Jacqueline (Jackie) Culton to the Duncanville 
family.  Ms. Culton brings over 31 years of municipal engineering experience with an 
in-depth knowledge and understanding of local government contract management, 
capital projects planning, and annual fiscal budgeting.  Jackie is a licensed 
Professional Engineer with the Texas State Board of Professional Engineers and 
will be initially responsible for the management of engineering services as well 
as Service Center operations, including the Water/Wastewater, Streets, Traffic 
Operations, and Equipment Services divisions.

Winter Weather Sanding Operations 
During the winter months when ice or snow is anticipated, the Duncanville 
Street Department monitors predicted weather conditions.  At least one 
week in advance of predicted winter weather, employees will check all 
equipment required during icing conditions to ensure it is working properly.  
Two days prior to anticipated icing conditions, one dump truck will be 
loaded with a sander and a de-icing aggregate called “ice chat.”  At the 
time of the event, a duty crew will be on standby.

Sanding operations will be conducted on a pre-planned, systematic basis, organized into route sanding 
teams.  Sanding units’ priorities include bridges, major thoroughfare intersections, and streets around all 
schools. Sanding units will respond to problems that have developed at locations that are not designated 
sanding routes but are critical to health and public safety. Sand will not normally be provided for private 
individuals, businesses, or residential streets unless requested by the Police or Fire Departments in the 
event that a true emergency situation exits.

The Traffic Operations Department will change signal lights in intersections to four- way flash if an 
intersection becomes hazardous.  In the event that the Texas Department of 
Transportation closes U.S. Highway 67 and/or I.H. 20, traffic will be detoured onto 
local streets with signs, arrow boards and message boards until the freeway(s) re-
open.

Lane and West Ridge Drive is almost complete. This project includes the 
construction of approximately 2,100 linear feet of 8 inch water line and 
2,100 linear feet of 10 inch and 8 inch wastewater line, the placement 
of 730 tons of asphalt pavement, and 1,500 square yards of reinforced 
concrete pavement.  This project is budgeted at $956,848.00 but is 
anticipated to be completed at a significantly reduced cost.  Approximately 
50% complete are the FY2016 Wastewater Improvements and Sidewalk 
Improvements Projects.  The wastewater improvements project will 

install 8,100 linear feet of sanitary sewer by pipe bursting at a cost of approximately $1,229,738.00.  
The sidewalk improvements project will provide new sidewalks, ADA compliant ramps, and a new hike 
and bike trail through Lakeside Park from Mizell to Center Streets at a cost of $356,215.00. 

Did You Know?
Our citizen alert emergency notification system, powered by Everbridge, will allow 
the City of Duncanville to send informational messages and emergency alerts 
about situations as they occur. Alerts can be received on multiple devices such 
as home phone, mobile device, e-mail, and more. Click here to find out more 
information and sign up today! 
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Resource:
Flood Facts
Questions About Flood Insurance?
What is a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)?
A FIRM is a flood map created by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) used by the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) for floodplain management, 
mitigation, and insurance purposes.  A FIRM will generally 
show:
• Roads and map land marks
• Community's base flood elevations
• Flood zones
• Floodplain boundaries

How Do I Use a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)?
As a property owner, you can use a FIRM to get a reliable 
indication of what flood zone you're in.  Contact your insurance 
agent, insurer, or the City for help with questions about whether 
your property is inside a flood zone.  For questions about flood 
insurance, how to locate an insurance agent, or flood map 
related issues, please visit Floodsmart.gov.  Or, contact your 
city representative, Jon Bunner, at 972-780-5008 or jbunner@
ci.duncanville.tx.us.
Source:  FloodSmart.gov

Pardon Our Progress: 
Duncanville Fieldhouse 
Gyms to Close November 13-
December 16
Beginning November 13, 2016, the 
City of Duncanville has committed to 
installing state of the art hardwood 
floors in both the Red and Blue 
Gyms. During this time, the gyms 
will be unavailable to the public. 
However, meeting rooms and fitness 
programs will continue. Previously 
scheduled court rentals have moved 
to the Recreation Center. The project 
is scheduled to be complete by 
December 16, 2016. 
Please contact the 
Fieldhouse for more 
information 
at 972-331-
8868.

Election Day is Tuesday, November 8, 2016
Early voting for the General Election continues at the Duncanville Public 
Library, located at 201 James Collins, until November 4th from 7AM-
7PM. Dallas County registered voters on Election Day can vote only at 
their precinct polling location from 7:00am – 7:00pm. Please visit www.

dallascountyvotes.org for all your voting needs including voter lookup. 

Quilt for a Cause
The Hopkins Senior Center will announce the Raffle for Love ticket 
winner during the November 18 annual Thanksgiving Luncheon. 
Raffle for Love is sponsored by the Share and Care Site Council to 
raise funds benefiting Duncanville seniors. This year, the raffle prize 
is a blue and white queen size quilt, handmade by  two of our senior 
members. Much time and love was poured into making the beautiful 
quilt.  Tickets are a $1 each or six tickets for $5.00. The six tickets 
are a better deal!

The International Museum of Arts invites you to run for a veteran at 
their Run for the Hills 5k/1 mile walk on November 12. Wear the name 
of a beloved veteran on your race bib to show your support. The run 
begins at 8 a.m. at the International Museum of Cultures, located at 
411 E. Highway 67 in Duncanville. $25/Adult and $15/student. Visit 
www.internationalmuseumofcultures.org for details. 
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Register now @ www.essencedancecompany.com

Classes Start September 6th 

Starting at age 3Multiple Levels

Visit our website for more information

@ Duncanville Fieldhouse 1700 South Main Street Duncanville, TX 75137

You got the theme, now build your team -
CREATE the float of your Christmas 

Dreams! 
 

Everything is AWESOME this 
Christmas! 

Register to enter your Christmas Float  
TODAY! 
For more information call Duncanville Parks & 
Recreation at (972) 780-5074 or visit 
www.duncanville.com/parks-recreation 

Total Body Fitness W/ Shulanda
New Schedule:

Monday- Hip Hop Cardio 7 PM
Tuesday- Hip Hop Cardio 7 PM

Thursday- Hip Hop Toning 7 PM (weights)
Saturday- Hip Hop Cardio 9 AM

$7 Drop In Fee       $40 Monthly Fee
Duncanville Fieldhouse

1700 S. Main
www.facebook.com/BizzyGrowinFitt

bizzygrowinfitt.wix.com/shulandawebsite
469-226-0079
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Take Care of Duncanville by Managing Your 
Leaves this Fall
As autumn brings the 
start of the school year, 
football games, and cooler 
temperatures, it also signals 
the arrival falling leaves.

While Texans are encouraged 
to plant shade trees to help 
lower their utility bills in the summer, these deciduous trees 
lose their leaves in the fall, in abundance.  Instead of raking 
and bagging them, where they’ll head to a landfill, put them 
back into your lawns and gardens, as a valuable source of 
mulch and fertilizer, and an addition to your compost. Read 
more about managing your leaves.

Keep Drains Clear this 
Holiday Season
Remember to collect the grease 
and oils in a sealable container 
after cooking this holiday season. 
Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) come 
from meats, butters and margarine, 
lard, food scrapes, sauces, salad 
dressings, dairy products, and 
cooking oil.  When FOG goes down 
the drain, it hardens and causes 
sewer pipes to clog.  This can 
lead to a Sanitary Sewer Overflow 
(SSO) where raw sewage actually 
backs up into your home, lawn, 
neighborhood and streets.  Not 
only does this nasty mess cause 
health issues, it also can run into 
nearby streams or rivers adversely 
affecting our drinking water.  If 
your pipes become clogged from 
putting FOG down the drain, it 
can be a very expensive problem 
to fix.  To avoid household and 
environmental damage, as well 
as costly bills, NEVER put FOGs 
down the drain!

The City of Duncanville provides 
reusable fat trapper bags and 
reusable can lids at the Public 
Works counter at City Hall or at 
our Service Center located at 330 
Shady Trail.  Wipe pans clean with 
a paper towel and place the paper 
towel in the trash.  Scrape off excess 
food from pots, pans, and plates 
into the trash before rinsing them 
in the sink with cold water. Dispose 
of large quantities of cooking oil 
by contacting Jessica Smith, Solid 
Waste Coordinator, at 972-780-
4946 to find the nearest household 
hazardous waste collection station. 

City Celebrates Arbor Day 
with Free Tree Giveaway
In celebration of 14 years as a Tree 
City USA community, the City will 
be giving away free yearling trees at 
the Recreation Center parking lot on 
November 4th on a first-come, first-
serve basis beginning at 8AM. Limit 
is 2 per person. 

Don’t pour your Thanksgiving grease down the drain! Grease 
clogs your pipes and can cause sewer backups. Protect your 
home, city, and environment by recycling it at the Duncanville 
Service Center, located at 330 Shady Trail. Cooking Oil and 
grease will be accepted November 28-January 9th, Monday-
Friday, from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. This Holiday Grease Roundup 
collection will be donated to the Dallas County Schools 
Alternative Fuels Program to be processed into biodiesel for 
school buses. Click here for more info.
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Holiday Decorations:
• Outdoor lights must be made for outdoor use as they are 

especially made to tolerate wintery weather conditions 
• Do not exceed the recommended number of strands in 

one circuit 
• Check each strand of lights for cracked wire insulation
• Turn off indoor and outdoor lights before going to bed 

for the night
• Never leave lit candles unattended and always  keep flammable objects away 
• Keep real Christmas trees well watered and always “feel” it to see if it is getting dry.  If the needles 

fall off easily, it has become too dry and can be a fire hazard

Heater Fire Safety:
Now is the time to have your heaters checked.  There are so many different types available that it pays 
to have a licensed technician service your unit every year.  Here are some things you should have 
checked during your service:

• Gas units should always have the burners checked as well as vent stacks to prevent carbon   
 monoxide from entering the house
• Fan motors and wiring
• Clear space around units, generally 18 inches is a minimum, 2 or 3 feet is even better
• Filters should be changed
• Thermostats should work correctly
• A more involved inspection might include the duct work, gas pressure, cutoff switches

Chimney Fire Safety:
Wood burning fireplaces leave residue behind and over time will build up inside the chimney.  This 
material called creosote can be highly combustible and several chimney fires happen every year 
because it was not removed regularly.  If you use your fireplace heavily or have not had the chimney 
cleaned in several years you may be setting yourself up for a chimney fire. 

Reduce the risk of a chimney fire:
• Limit the use of “starter” logs or manufactured logs since these tend to   

produce higher heat and can ignite creosote
• Allow your fireplace to cool down after several hours of use
• Make sure you have a chimney cap to prevent animals or birds from   

building nests. This also prevents embers from landing on your roof
• Do not use the fireplace to burn wrapping paper or other trash, these items 

can easily travel up the chimney and lodge in unseen areas
• After use the ashes should be removed when they have cooled 

significantly.     The ashes should be placed in water and soaked 24 hours 
before discarding.  

FIRE DEPARTMENTHoliday Season Safety:

The Duncanville Fire Department wants the citizens to 
enjoy a safe and peaceful holiday season by following these 
holiday season safety tips. 

City of Duncanville Champion Newsletter - November 2016
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With the technology of today, a majority of people 
have a mobile recording studio in their pocket.  
This, with the current social environment regarding 
concerns of police misconduct and excessive force, 
it has become common to see multiple civilians 
recording police interactions with the public.  

Citizens have asked the question about the 
legality and constitutionality of this practice.  This 
issue has also been litigated in court.  In the Fifth 
Federal Circuit Court (which serves Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Texas) the court concluded in 
Buehler v. City of Austin the following: “An obvious 
tension exists between a police officer and an 
individual observing and recording that police 
officer. An individual has a constitutional right to 
assemble in a public place so as to observe and 
acquire information related to the police as they 
perform their official duties. At the same time, a 
police officer must be free to perform his official 
duties without undue interference so as to protect 
the officer and everyone in the vicinity. As this 
tension plays out, the officer on the scene of an 
arrest or investigation will be the arbiter of what 
constitutes a reasonable time, place, and manner 
for the exercise of the individual's First Amendment 
right to record.”

The decision comes from a lawsuit filed by Antonio 
Buehler who was arrested three times by the 
Austin Police Department for Interference with 
Public Duties (Texas Penal Code 38.15).  Antonio 
Buehler launched a group called the Peaceful 
Streets Project, a grassroots initiative to be more 
engaged in holding police accountable.  

Interference with Public Duties has to do with 
a person interrupting, disrupting, impeding, or 
otherwise interfering with a peace officer while he/

she is performing a duty or exercising authority 
imposed or granted by law.  Taking traffic stops 
for example, it was decided by The United States 
Supreme Court in Maryland v. Wilson in 1997 that 
police officers can “control” the scene of their stops.  
This includes such things as ordering occupants 
out of the stopped vehicle as well as keeping 
others away from the scene.  The summary in this 
case, written by Chief Justice Rehnquist, cites 
mainly officer and public safety concerns. 

If you decide to exercise your constitutional rights 
and record police interactions from a public place 
know the law and take into account the safety of 
the officer, the public, and yourself.  Remember 
that the officer may posses unique information 
that you do not have at the time you approach the 
scene. They may be asking you to step back for 
your own safety.  For everyone’s safety, please 
follow all lawful orders given to you by an officer, 
and be cognizant of interfering with public duties.

Filming Police/Citizen Interactions
Special Article by Sergeant A. Tijerina

Going Shopping After Thanksgiving? 
Consider These Safety Tips:

• Shop before dark, when possible
• Coordinate shopping trips with a friend
• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash 
• Carry purses closed and snugly against your 

body
• Do not overload yourself with packages, 

keep hands free
• Teach your children to go to a store clerk or 

security guard to ask for help 
• Never park in an unlit parking lot
• Have keys in hand before returning to your 

vehicle 
• Lock packages in your vehicle trunk

For more safety tips, contact your Duncanville 
Crime Prevention Office at 972-780-5027. 

City of Duncanville Champion Newsletter - November 2016
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EMERGENCY CITY OFFICES
Fire, Police, Ambulance…..….... 911 City Hall……………………… 972.780.5000 AARP…………………………..… 1.888.687.2277
Water…………………….……. 972.780.5010 City Manager…………….…… 972.780.5003 Better Business Bureau………..…. 214.220.2000
     After Hrs Water Emerg….... 972.780.4959 Asstistant City Manager…..…. 972.780.5004 Dallas Central Appraisal Dist……. 214.631.0910
FBI……………….…….……… 972.559.5000 City Secretary……………....… 972.780.5017 Dallas County:
Poison Control……….….…….. 1.800.222.1222 Building Inspections…………… 972.780.5041      General (Including DBA's)...….. 214.653.7099
Suicide Crisis Center….…..…… 214.828.1000     Bldg & Sign Permits, Certificate      Health & Human Services…..…. 214.819.2000
Domestic Violence Hotline….… 1.800.799.7233     of Occupancy      MY RIDE-Dallas……………… 972.855.8084

Code Services 972.780.5040      Records………………………... 214.653.7131
   Code Enf., Garage Sale Permit      Section 8 Housing……..………. 214.819.1871
Economic Development….…… 972.780.5090      Tax Office (Property/Vehicle).… 214.653.7811

Atmos Gas……………….…… 972.934.9227 Finance……………………….. 972.780.5094 Duncanville Outreach Ministries…. 972.296.4986
Auto Tags/Titles………………. 214.653.7811 Health Inspector……………… 972.780.4963 Evictions………….………………. 214.589.7000
Chamber of Commerce……....... 972.780.4990 Hopkins Senior Center……….. 972.780.5073 Home Instead-Rides for Shut-Ins.… 972.262.7787
Charter Cable…….……….…… 1.888.438.2427 Municipal Court……………… 972.780.5055 HUD…………………..……….….. 214.767.8300
DPS: Driver's License…….....… 469.272.9301 Parks/Athletics……………….. 972.780.5072 MADD…………………….…..….. 214.744.6233
Republic ……...……….....…… 972.225.4207 Personnel……………….…….. 972.780.5012 Meals on Wheels……………..…… 214.689.2639
Property Tax…….……....……. 214.653.7811      Job Line…………………… 972.780.5006 Project Duncanville……………….. 214.206.0198
ONCOR Electric.………...…… 1.888.313.4747 Planning & Zoning…………… 972.780.5016 American Red Cross 469.261.5614
US Post Office………….…….. 972.780.1695 Public Library………………… 972.780.5050 Red Cross……….………..……….. 214.678.4800
     Passport Information….…… 972.780.1438 Public Relations………………. 972.780.5043 Salvation Army……………..…….. 214.630.5611
Voter Registration *……….....… 214.637.7937 Public Works…………………. 972.780.5015 Social Security……………..……… 1.800.772.1213
Water/Trash/Sewer Setup…..…. 972.780.5010 Recreation Center…………….. 972.780.5070 State Comptroller's Office

Service Center………………… 972.780.4900      Tax ID & Sales Tax Permit…..… 972.709.4357
Newspapers: Special Events………………… 972.780.5074
DMN…………...….….………. 214.745.8383 Utility Billing……….………… 972.780.5010 Texas Dept of Human Services:
Focus…………....….…………. 972.223.9175     After Hrs Water Emerg….. 972.780.4959      Food Stamps/Medicaid…..….…. 972.709.8075

Police:      WIC………………..…………… 214.670.6875
Administration……….………. 972.780.5038 Texas Workforce Commission:

Duncanville ISD: Animal Control………………. 972.223.6111      Dallas………………..…………. 972.709.5377
710 S. Cedar Ridge, 75137 Auto Pound…………….…….. 972.227.5188      Grand Prairie………………..….. 972.264.5881
     Administration……..…...….. 972.708.2000 Crime Prevention…………….. 972.780.5027 United Way…………………..……. 214.978.0000
     Natatorium……...……..…… 972.708.2370 Crime Victim Advocate (ext 0) 972.780.5037 Vital Statistics:
     School Board: Internal Affairs……….………. 972.780.4912      Birth/Death Certificates:
        Carla Fahey…………….… 972.296.3452 Jail………………………….… 972.780.5039         Dallas (City)……………..….. 214.653.7099
        Tom Kennedy….……...…. 972.709.0015 Non-Emergency Dispatch….… 972.223.6111         Grand Prairie (State)……..….. 214.751.4040
        Philip McNeely….…..….... 972.709.7824 Records……….…….………… 972.780.5024         On-line: www.dshs.tx.us
        Marlies Peregory…….…... 972.849.6110 Tri-Cities Animal Shelter….…. 972.291.5335      Mariage License:
        Janice Savage-Martin……. 972.709.0777 Warrants …………..…...…… 972.780.5092         Downtown Dallas- 8-4 M-F… 214.653.7559
        Elijah Granger……………. 972.567.9982      Or…………………….…… 972.780.5068         East Dallas***….…………… 214.321.3182
        Renee McNeely………….. 972.709.7824 Fire:         North Dallas***………………. 214.904.3032

Administration……………….. 972.780.4920         Justice of the Peace Offices:***
Tourism: Fire Station (W Camp Wisdom) 972.780.4923            7201 S. Polk, Dallas.………. 972.228.0280
Duncanville Fieldhouse…………. 972.331.8868 Fire Station #2 (S Main St.)….. 972.780.4922            106 Church St., Grand Prairie. 214.751.4040
Cedar Hill State Park………….. 972.291.3900            1411 W. Beltline,Richardson 214.904.3042
Community Theatre……..……. 972.780.5707            841 W Irving Blvd, Irving…. 214.589.7000
Cedar Ridge Preserve..………… 972.293.5150 Mayor - David Green ….…….. 972.780.0348 ***Call for office hours
Internat'l Museum of Cultures... 972.708.7406 At-Large - Patrick Harvey..…. 972.296.5031 Local Rental Facilities:
Joe Pool Marina…..…………… 972.299.9010 District 1 - Dennis L. Schwartz.. 469.567.0780 Best Western……….……………… 972.283.3000
Lynn Creek Marina…………… 817.640.4200 District 2 - Steven Rutherford…… 972.296.2669 City Parks and Facilities…….…….. 972.780.5070
Red Bird Lanes………..……….. 972.298.7143 District 3 - Leslie Thomas..…… 214.773.2682 Duncanville Fieldhouse………….. 972.331.8868
Red Bird Skateland………..…… 972.298.7400 District 4 - Ron Dotson, MD.... 972.298.2120 Hilton Garden Inn…………………. 972.283.9777

District 5 - Johnette Jameson 972.780.8887 Holiday Inn Express…………..…… 972.298.8000
Hospitals: Lion's Club Center ……………..…. 214.557.1581
Charlton Methodist Hospital……. 214.947.7777 **Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month. Motel 6……………………………. 972.296.0345

*Voter Registration "Application" Cards available at City Hall

OTHER HELPFUL NUMBERS

HELPFUL NUMBERS
CITY OF DUNCANVILLE

     On-line:  www.window.state.tx.us/taxpermit

Updated  7-6-2016

NEWCOMER INFORMATION

City Council (May 19, 2015): **


