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ARTICLE XIV-E 
 

LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
 
Section 1 PURPOSE: 

 
 

Landscaping is accepted as adding value to property and is in the interest of the general welfare 
of the City.  The objectives of this ordinance are as follows: 

 
 To ensure that the local stock of trees and vegetation is preserved and replenished. 
 To provide visual buffering and enhance the beautification of the city. 
 To safeguard and enhance property values and to protect public and private investment. 
 To conserve energy, water, and natural resources through the use of Xeriscape materials and 

strategies. 
 To protect the public health, safety, and general welfare. 
 
Therefore, landscaping is hereafter required of new development and altered construction as 
described in Section 2, as well as the resultant of an owner initiated zoning change of developed 
property to a zoning district listed below.  A common development which includes more than one 
lot shall be treated as one lot for the purpose of this article.  Split ownership, planning in phases, 
construction in stages, or multiple building permits for a project shall not prevent it from being 
such a common development. 
 
 
This article shall not apply to the following: 
 

1. Single-family residences where only one such dwelling structure is constructed 
per lot 

2. Agricultural uses 
 
 
 

This Article XIV-E shall apply only to the following zoning districts, to wit: 
 
“NO”    Neighborhood Office District 
“GO”  General Office District 
“NR”   Neighborhood Retail District 
“LR-2”   Local Retail-2 District 
“GR” General Retail District 
“C-1” Light Commercial District 
“C-2” Heavy Commercial District 
“I-1” Light Industrial District 
“I-2” Heavy Industrial District 
“SU” Specific Use Permits 
All Nonresidential uses in Residential Zoning Districts 

 
 
Section 2 SCOPE AND ENFORCEMENT: 
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The standards and criteria contained within this section are deemed to be minimum standards and 
shall apply to all developed property that is rezoned to a zoning district listed above, all new 
construction, or any building expansion construction occurring within the City, except that 
single-family dwellings shall be exempt. Additionally, any use requiring a Specific Use Permit or 
a PD zoning designation must comply with these landscape standards as a minimum. The 
provisions of this section shall be administered by the Building Official or his designee.  
 
Each phase of a phased project shall comply with the requirements of this Article.  Phase lines if 
drawn shall be drawn twenty (20’) feet or more from developed site elements (parking, buildings, 
ponds, etc.).  The portion left for subsequent phases shall remain of developable size and quality.  
No building permit shall be issued for a subsequent phase of a project until all requirements of this 
Article have been met. 

 
If at any time after the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, the approved landscaping is found to 
be in nonconformance to the standards and criteria of this Article, the Building Official or 
designee shall issue notice to the owner, citing the violation and describing what action is required 
to comply with this Article. The owner, tenant or agent shall have thirty (30) days from date of 
said notice to restore the landscaping as required. If the landscaping is not restored within the 
allotted time, such person shall be in violation of this ordinance. 

 
 
 
Section 3    DEFINITIONS: 
 
 
 

BUILDING OFFICIAL:   Shall mean the Building Official of the City of Duncanville or his 
designee. 

 
CALCULATIONS:   For the purpose of this Article, all calculations dealing with required 
quantities of trees,  shrubs, etc. shall be rounded up to the next whole number (i.e. 4.1 trees shall 
equal 5 trees). 
 
CALIPER:  The diameter of a tree trunk measured in inches at a height of twenty-four inches 
(24”) above natural grade.  For a multi-trunk tree, the caliper shall be the diameter of the largest 
trunk plus one-half (1/2) of the sum of the diameters of the additional trunks. Caliper 
measurements are actual measurements and shall not be rounded up. 

 
 CANOPY TREE:  A species of tree that normally bears crown foliage no lower than six feet 

above ground level upon maturity. 
 
 CITY HORTICULTURIST:  Shall mean the horticulturist for the City of Duncanville or his 

designee. 
 
 CLEAR CUTTING:  The indiscriminate removal of protected trees from a site or tract. 
 
 CRITICAL ROOT ZONE:  The area of native soil around a tree defined by the concentric circle 

with a radius equal to the distance from the trunk to the outermost portion of the drip line.  (Figure 
8) 
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 CROWN:   In plan view, the nominal diameter of the foliage of the tree.  The part of a tree which 

includes branches and leaves. 
 
 DIRECTOR:   Shall mean the Director of Public Works of the City of Duncanville or his 

designee. 
 
 DRIPLINE:   A line on the ground equal to the spread of crown of the tree.  (See Figure #5). 
 
 ENHANCED PAVEMENT:  Any permeable or nonpermeable decorative pavement material 

intended for pedestrian or vehicular use.  Examples of enhanced pavement include brick or stone 
pavers, grass pavers, exposed aggregate concrete, and stamped and stained concrete. 

 
 EVERGREEN TREE OR SHRUB:  A tree or shrub of a species that normally retains its leaves 

throughout the year. 
 
 GROUND COVER:   Natural mulch or plants of species that normally reach a height of less than 

three feet upon maturity, installed in such a manner so as to form a continuous cover over the 
ground. 

 
 LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT:  A person licensed to use the title of “landscape architect” in the 

State of Texas in accordance with state law. 
 
 LANDSCAPE AREA:   An area which is covered by natural grass, ground cover, or other natural 

plant materials.  
 
 LANDSCAPE AREA (PARKING LOT):   The landscaped area of the lot, less the required 

landscape buffer strip adjacent to public right-of way. 
 
 LANDSCAPE BUFFER STRIP:   A landscape area that serves a buffer function. 
 
 LANDSCAPE PLAN:   A plan prepared by a person knowledgeable in plant material (landscape 

architect, landscape contractor, landscape designer, etc.) and containing the information required 
in Section 5. 

 
 LARGE SHRUB:   A shrub that normally reaches a height of six feet or more upon maturity. 
 
 LARGE TREE:   A tree that is a minimum of three inches (3”) in caliper [measured twenty-four 

inches (24”) above natural grade] and seven feet (7’) in height at the time of planting.  At maturity, 
large trees shall have an average spread of crown of greater than fifteen feet (15’), and normally 
reaches a height of thirty feet (30’) or more.  Trees having a lesser average mature crown span of 
fifteen feet (15’) may be substituted by grouping the same so as to create the equivalent of fifteen 
feet (15’) crown of spread. 

 
 MAJOR THOROUGHFARE:   For the purpose of this article, a major thoroughfare shall mean 

any existing or proposed 4-lane or greater divided thoroughfare as defined in the City of 
Duncanville Thoroughfare Plan.  This also includes Highway 67 and I.H. 20. 

 
 NONPERMEABLE COVERAGE:   Coverage with nonpermeable pavement.  “Nonpermeable 

pavement” means any pavement that is not “permeable pavement” as defined in this section. 
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 PERMEABLE PAVEMENT:   A paving material that permits water penetration to a soil depth 
of 18-inches or more.  Permeable pavement may consist of nonporous surface materials poured or 
laid in sections not exceeding one square foot in area and collectively comprising less than two-
thirds of the total surface area. 

 
 PROTECTED TREE:   Any tree having a caliper of six (6) inches or more that is not one of the 

following trees:  Mesquite, bois d’arc, thorny honey locust, hackberry, cottonwood, and cedar, 
china-berry (common), native black willow, and native red/white mulberry. 

 
 REMOVE:  An act that causes a tree to decline and die within three years of the act.  It includes, 

but is not limited to: the cutting down of a tree; a compaction of soil above the root system of a 
tree; a change of the natural grade above the root system of a tree; and injury to a tree from fire or 
other causes which results in or permits infections or pest infestations; an application of herbicidal 
or other lethal chemicals; and placement of nonpermeable pavement over the root system of a tree. 

 
 REPLACEMENT TREE:   A tree as listed in the Approved Tree Replacement List that has a 

minimum caliper required by Chapter 12, Article XVII, Section 12-146 of the Duncanville Code 
of Ordinances and a minimum height of seven feet (7’), measured at ground level, at the time of 
planting.  

 
 SMALL TREE:   A tree that is a minimum of one inch (1”) in caliper and five feet (5’) in height 

at the time of planting. 
 
 SOIL:   A medium that plants will grow in. 
 
 STREET YARD:   The street yard is the area between the front face of structure(s) and the front 

property line.  On corner lots, the street yard shall also include the area between the side face of a 
building and the side yard.  (See Figures #1 and #2). 

 
 TREE:  Any self-supporting, woody perennial plant which will attain a trunk diameter of two 

inches (2”) or more when measured at a point twenty-four inches (24”) above natural ground. 
 
 TREE, PROTECTED:  See Protected Tree. 
 
 TREE, REPLACEMENT:  See Replacement Tree 
 

 VISIBILITY TRIANGLE:   The term “visibility triangle” as defined in Section 9 of this article.   
(See Figure #6). 

 
 
 
Section 4 PERMITS: 
 
 

No permits shall be issued for building, paving, grading or construction until a detailed landscape 
plan is submitted and approved by the City Horticulturist.  A conceptual or generalized landscape 
plan shall be shown as part of the site plan as required in Article XIV-H. Prior to the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy for any building or structure, all screening, buffering, and landscaping 
shall be in place in accordance with the landscape plan. 
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In any case in which a certificate of occupancy is sought at a season of the year in which the City 
Horticulturist determines that it would be impractical to plant trees, shrubs or grass, or to lay turf, 
a temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued by the Building Official provided a letter of 
agreement from the property owner is provided stating when the installation shall occur. All 
landscaping required by the landscaping plan shall be installed within six (6) months of the date of 
the issuance of the certificate of occupancy. 

 
 
Section 5 LANDSCAPE PLAN: 
 
 

Prior to the issuance of a building, paving, grading or construction permit, a landscape plan shall 
be submitted to the Building Official.  The City Horticulturist or his designee shall review such 
plans and shall approve same if the plans are in accordance with the criteria of these regulations. If 
the plans are not in accord, they shall be disapproved and shall be accompanied by a written 
statement setting forth the changes necessary for compliance. 

 
Landscaping plans shall be prepared by a person knowledgeable in plant material usage and 
landscape design (e.g. landscape architect, landscape contractor, landscape designer, etc.) and shall 
contain the minimum following information: 

 
A.  Minimum scale of one inch (1") equals fifty feet (50') 

 
B. Location, size and species of all trees to be preserved (do not use "tree stamps" unless they 

indicate true size and location of trees) 
 

C. Location of all plant and landscaping material to be used, including plants, paving, benches, 
screens, fountains, statues, earthen berms, retention or ornamental ponds (to include depth of 
water), topography of site, or other landscape features 

 
D. Species of all plant material to be used 

 
E. Size of all plant material to be used 

 
F. Spacing of plant material where appropriate 

 
G. Layout and description of irrigation, sprinkler, or water systems including placement of water 

sources, and description of freeze cut-off/protection devices 
 

H. Description of maintenance provision 
 

I. Person(s) responsible for the preparation of the landscape plan 
 

J. Mark indicating North 
 
K. Date of the landscape plan 

 
 
Section 6 GENERAL STANDARDS: 
 

The following criteria and standards shall apply to landscape materials and installation: 
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A. All required landscaped open areas shall be completely covered with living plant material. 
Landscaping materials such as wood chips and gravel may be used under trees, shrubs and 
other plants. 

 
B. Plant materials shall conform to the standards of the approved plant list for the City of 

Duncanville and the American Standard for Nursery Stock. Grass seed, sod, and other 
material shall be clean and reasonably free of weeds and noxious pests and insects. 

 
C. Trees shall have an average spread of crown of greater than fifteen feet (15') at maturity. 

Trees having a lesser average mature crown of fifteen feet (15') may be substituted by 
grouping the same so as to create the equivalent of fifteen feet (15') crown of spread. Large 
trees shall be a minimum of three inches (3") in caliper (measured twenty-four inches (24") 
above the ground) and seven feet (7') in height at time of planting. Small trees shall be a 
minimum of one inch (1") in caliper and five feet (5') in height.  The above requirements are 
for new trees that are proposed to satisfy landscaping requirements.  See Chapter 12, Article 
XVII, Section 12-146, Duncanville Code of Ordinances for “replacement tree” requirements. 

 
D . Shrubs not of the dwarf variety shall be a minimum of three feet (3') in height when measured 

immediately after planting. Hedges, where installed for screening purposes, shall be planted 
and maintained so as to form a continuous, unbroken, solid visual screen which will be five 
feet (5') high within two (2) years after time of planting, or an effective height of five (5’) 
feet of berm and shrub height measured together. 

 
E. Vines not intended as ground cover shall be a minimum of two feet (2') in height immediately 

after planting and may be used in conjunction with fences, screens, or walls to meet 
landscape screening requirements as set forth. 

 
F. Grass areas shall be sodded, plugged, sprigged, hydro-mulched or seeded except that solid 

sod shall be used in swales, earthen retention ponds, earthen berms or other areas subject to 
erosion. 

 
G. Ground covers used in lieu of grass in whole and in part shall be planted in such a manner as 

to present a finished appearance and reasonably completed coverage within one (1) year of 
planting. 

 
H. All required landscaped open space shall be provided with adequate and inconspicuous 

irrigation systems. Areas totaling less than ten (10) square feet may be irrigated by other 
methods.  Freeze cut-off monitors shall be provided. 

 
I. Any trees preserved on the site under consideration meeting the herein specifications may be 

credited toward meeting the tree requirement of any landscaping provision of this section 
according to the following table: 
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Caliper of   Credit Against 
 Existing Tree Tree Requirement 
 
 4” to 5”  1.0 tree 
 6" to 12"  2.0 trees 
 12 " to 24"  3.0 trees 
 24" or more  4.0 trees 

 
 

Exceptions to the above, mesquite, bois d’arc, thorny honey locust, hackberry, cottonwood, 
cedar, china-berry (common), native black willow, and native red/white mulberry trees will 
receive no credit for tree preservation. Existing trees beyond fifty (50) feet in any direction 
beyond the proposed and/or existing structure (or to the closest property line, whichever is 
less) shall also receive no credit.  All other existing trees may receive credit if they are not on 
the City's approved plant material list but approved by the Building Official or designee.  
 
Should any required tree designated for preservation in the landscape plan die, be damaged, 
or be removed, the owner shall replace the tree in accordance with Chapter 12,  Article XVII, 
Section 12-146, of the Duncanville Code of Ordinances.  

 
J. No protected trees greater than six inches (6") in caliper may be cut, destroyed or damaged on 

the development site until a tree preservation plan is approved and appropriate permits issued.   
 

K. Earthen berms shall have side slopes not to exceed 33.3 percent [three feet (3') of horizontal 
distance for each one foot (1') of height]. All berms shall contain necessary drainage 
provisions as may be required by the Director of Public Works.  

 
 
Section 7 MINIMUM LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS FOR NONRESIDENTIAL 

AND APARTMENTS: 
 
 

A. All nonresidential and apartments shall have at least twenty percent (20%) of the street yard 
in permanent landscape area. (See Figures #1 and #2) The required landscaping shall consist 
of a mixture of plant materials consisting of grass and/or ground covers, plants, shrubbery 
and trees of a variety of sizes as approved on the landscape plan. The street yard shall be 
defined as the area between the building front and the front property line. For any facility that 
provides gasoline sales on site, a requirement of a minimum fifteen percent (15%) landscape 
area for the entire site, including a six hundred (600) square foot landscape area at 
appropriate intersection comers, which can be counted toward the fifteen percent (15%) 
requirement. 

 
 

B. A minimum fifteen-foot (15’) landscape buffer (interior parkway) adjacent to right-of-way of 
any existing or proposed major thoroughfare street is required. Corner lots fronting two (2) 
major thoroughfares shall be required to observe the fifteen-foot (15’) buffer on both street 
frontages. All other street frontages shall observe a minimum ten-foot (10’) landscape buffer. 
Developers shall be required to plant one (1) large tree per forty (40) linear feet or portion 
thereof of street frontage. In areas where overhead utilities are present substitute trees 
[minimum one inch (1”) in caliper, minimum five feet (5’) tall] shall be planted per the 
Approved Plant List made part of this article. For the purpose of this section, driveway 
widths, measured at the property line, may be excluded from the street frontage calculation. 
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Trees may be grouped or clustered to facilitate site design. The landscaped portion of interior 
parkways may be included in the required landscape area percentage. The interior parkway is 
defined as that area on private property between the street right-of-way line and the curb of 
the parking area or building area.   

 
C. Landscape areas within parking lots should generally be at least one parking space in size, 

with no landscape area less than fifty (50) square feet in area. Landscape areas shall be no 
less than five feet (5') wide and shall equal a total of at least twenty five (25) square feet per 
parking space. There shall be a landscaped area with at least one (1) small tree within sixty 
feet (60') of every parking space located in an island parallel to the parking spaces (See 
Figure #9). There shall be a minimum of one small (1) tree planted in the parking area for 
every ten (10) parking spaces.  Within parking lots, landscape areas should be located to 
define parking areas and assist in clarifying appropriate circulation patterns. A landscape 
island shall be located at the terminus of all parking rows, and should contain at least one 
small tree. All landscape areas shall be protected from car bumper overhangs by installing a 
monolithic curb with an adjacent two-foot (2’) wide concrete mow strip or wheel stops and 
shall remain free of trash and litter. Where landscape areas are used as a stormwater control, 
in accordance with the most recently approved iSWM Criteria Manual, monolithic curbs may 
be eliminated. Large trees may be planted in parking lot areas as long as sufficient permeable 
surface is provided for the ultimate drip line of the mature tree.  (See Figures #3 and #5).  

 
D. All existing trees which are to be preserved, whether in the parking lot or in the street yard, 

shall be provided with a permeable surface in the critical root zone of the tree. All new trees 
as defined in Section 6.C shall be provided with a permeable surface under the ultimate drip 
line of the mature tree. 

 
E. At least seventy-five percent (75%) of the frontage of parking lots, adjacent to a public 

right-of-way  and within the street yard, shall be screened from public streets with evergreen 
shrubs attaining a minimum height of three feet (3'), earthen berm, or a low masonry wall of 
equal height. Use of a wall for parking lot screening should be accompanied with landscape 
planting in the form of low shrubs and ground cover to soften the appearance of the wall. 
(See Figure #7)  In cases of extreme grade differential between the street grade and private 
property, the Building Official has the authority to modify and/or eliminate the berm 
requirement, or accept an alternative screening arrangement that would accomplish the same 
goal. 

  
F. Necessary driveways, sidewalks, lead walks, accessibility ways/ramps from the public 

right-of-way shall be permitted through all required landscaping in accordance with city 
regulations. 

 
G. Whenever an off-street parking area or vehicular use area abuts an adjacent property line, a 

perimeter landscape area of at least five feet (5') shall be maintained between the edge of the 
parking area and the adjacent property line. See Figure #4 for perimeter landscape area 
example. 
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H. Whenever the adjacent property is used or zoned for residential use, a landscaped area of at 
least ten feet (10') shall be provided, planted with one large tree for each thirty (30) linear feet 
or portion thereof of adjacent exposure. See Figure #4 for perimeter landscape area example. 

 
 
Section 8 TREE PRESERVATION: 
 
 Protected trees, which are not required to be removed and/or have been identified on the tree 

preservation plan to be preserved, must be clearly marked and protected under the following 
conditions: 
 

(1) No materials intended for the use in construction or waste materials accumulated due to 
excavations or demolition shall be placed within the limits of the critical root zone. 

 
(2) No equipment shall be cleaned or other foreign materials deposited or allowed to flow 

overland within the critical root zone of a protected tree. This includes without 
limitation, paint, oil, solvents, asphalt, concrete, mortar or similar materials. 

 
(3) No signs, wires or other objects, other than those of a protective nature shall be 

attached to any protected tree. However, lighting of a decorative nature may be 
attached to a protected tree. The lighting shall be attached in a manner as not to damage 
the protected tree. 

 
(4) No vehicular and or construction traffic or parking shall take place within the limits of 

the critical root zone of any protected tree other than on an existing paved surface. This 
restriction does not apply to access within the critical root zone for purposes of clearing 
underbrush, establishing the building pad and associated lot grading, vehicular traffic 
necessary for routine utility maintenance or emergency restoration of utility service or 
routine mowing operations. 

 
(5) Grade changes shall be allowed within the limits of the critical root zone of any 

protected tree only upon approval by the city. 
 

(6) No paving with concrete or other approved impervious materials shall be placed within 
the critical root zone of a protected tree.  However, paving may encroach up to five feet 
(5') from the trunk upon approval by the city.  

 
(7) In those situations where a protected tree is within fifty feet (50') of a construction area, 

a protective fence, minimum of four feet (4') in height, shall be erected and maintained 
outside of the critical root zone of each protected tree or tree group. The protective 
fencing shall be only required on the subject site, if the critical root zone extends onto 
adjacent property. It is not the intent of this provision to prohibit the development of a 
site in accordance with the above referenced paragraph (6).  

 
(8) No person, directly or indirectly, shall prune, cut down, destroy, remove or move, or 

effectively destroy through damaging, any protected tree on city-owned property unless 
otherwise permitted. 

 
 
 
Section 9 SIGHT DISTANCE AND VISIBILITY: 
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Rigid compliance with these landscaping requirements shall not be such as to cause visibility 
obstructions and/or blind comers at intersections. Whenever an intersection of two (2) or more 
public rights-of-way occurs, a triangular visibility area, as described below, shall be created. 
Landscaping within the triangular visibility area shall be designed to provide unobstructed 
cross-visibility at a level no higher than two and one-half (2 1/2) feet. The triangular areas are: 

 
A. The areas of property on both sides of the intersection of an alley access way and public 

right-of-way shall have a triangular visibility area with two (2) sides of each triangle being a 
minimum of ten feet (10') in length from the point of intersection and the third side being a 
line connecting the ends of the other two (2) sides. 

 
B. The areas of property located at a corner formed by the intersection of two (2) or more public 

rights-of-way shall have a triangular visibility area with two (2) sides of each triangle being a 
minimum of thirty-five feet (35') in length from the point of the intersection and the third side 
being a line connecting the ends of the other two (2) sides.  (See Figure #6). 

 
 

Landscaping, except required grass and low ground cover, shall not be located or planted within 
the public right-of-way. 

 
In the event other visibility obstructions are apparent in the proposed landscape plan, as 
determined by the Building Official or City Horticulturist, the landscape plan shall be resubmitted 
with the visibility obstructions removed, and plantings depicted elsewhere on the plan. 

 
 
 
Section 10 MAINTENANCE: 
 
 

The owner, tenant and/or their agent, if any, shall be jointly and severally responsible for the 
maintenance of all landscaping and irrigation system components.  All required landscaping shall 
be maintained in a neat and orderly manner at all times. This shall include, but not be limited to, 
mowing, edging, pruning, fertilizing, watering, weeding, and other such activities common to the 
maintenance of landscaping. 
 
Landscaped areas shall be kept free of trash, litter, weeds, and other such material or plants not a 
part of the landscaping. All plant material shall be maintained in a healthy and growing condition 
as is appropriate for the season of the year. Plant materials which die within one year of being 
planted shall be replaced with plant material of similar variety and size, within thirty (30) days of 
notification of the City. Time extensions may be granted by the Building Official if substantial 
evidence is presented to indicate abnormal circumstances beyond the control of the owner or his 
agent. 
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Section 11 APPEAL OF SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: 
 

Upon denial of a building permit based on landscaping requirements by the building official, an 
applicant may appeal in writing to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for consideration of a variance 
to the provisions of this Article. The Zoning Board of Adjustment shall have no jurisdiction to 
grant a variance to Section 9 or any other section dealing with sight distance and visibility.  
Whenever the applicant can show that a strict application of the terms of this article will impose 
upon him unusual or practical difficulties, or affect the architectural design of the property, and the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment is satisfied that granting such variation or variance will not merely 
serve as a convenience but will alleviate some demonstrable and unusual hardship or difficulty to 
warrant a variance, and that the surrounding property will be properly protected and not damaged 
by the granting of such variance, the Zoning Board of Adjustment may grant such variance upon 
such conditions as it may require. 
 
 
 

Section 12 PROCESS FOR APPEAL: 
 

(1) After denial of a building permit for failure to meet the requirements of this Article, an 
applicant may within fifteen (15) days from the date of such denial appeal to the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment for a variance from the strict compliance with the requirements of 
this Article. 

 
(2) An appeal fee as provided for in the fee schedule established by the city council shall 

accompany such application. 
 
 (3)   Site plan drawings and elevations of the property shall accompany the application for a 

variance.  
 
(4) All property owners within two hundred (200) feet of the subject property shall be notified 

of the time and place of the hearing and the subject matter of the hearing. Notice must be 
given to such property owners by mail at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing by 
depositing such notice in the United States mail, postage paid. 
 

(5) The Zoning Board of Adjustment shall hear the appeal from the applicant, and may either 
deny the request or may grant such variance or variances from the provisions of this 
Section as it deems appropriate under the circumstances presented to the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment at such hearing. 
 

(6) The decision of the Zoning Board of Adjustment shall be final.  After a decision has been 
made on an application for a variance by the Zoning Board of Adjustment, an aggrieved 
person or the city may within ten (10) days after such denial, appeal to a state court of 
proper jurisdiction in accordance with the requirements and procedures set forth in Section 
211.010 of the Texas Local Government Code, as amended.. 

 
 
 
Ord. No. 1882   March 2, 2004 
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CITY OF DUNCANVILLE 
 

APPROVED PLANT LIST 
 
 
Large Trees Substitute For Large Trees  Small Trees 
  Under Utility Lines  
 
* Afgan Pine Aristocrat Pear  * Ashe Juniper 
   Bald Cypress Bradford Pear    * Carolina Buckthorn 
   Big Tooth Maple Flowering Crabapple   * Desert Willow 
* Black Hickory * Eastern Redbud    * Eastern Redbud 
* Black Walnut Forest Pansy Redbud                             Forest Pansy Redbud 
* Bur Oak * Mountain Laurel                                    Golden Raintree 
   Caddo Maple * Oklahoma Redbud      Japanese Black Pine 
* Cedar Elm    Purple Plum       Little Gem Magnolia 
* Chinese Pistachio     * Oklahoma Redbud 
* Chinquapin Oak     * Possumhaw 
   Deodor Cedar    * Texas Persimmon 
* Honey Locust (Thornless)    * Yaupon Holly 
* Lacebark Elm        
   Pecan 
* Plateau Live Oak 
* Shumard Red Oak 
* Southern Live Oak 
   Southern Magnolia 
* Sugarberry 
   Sweetgum 
   Sycamore 
* Texas Ash 
* Texas Red Oak 
* Western Soapberry 
   White Ash 
 
 
Ornamental Flowering Decidious Shrubs Shrubs For Shady Areas 
Trees    

    
   Aristocrat Pear     Althea    Aucuba 
   Bradford Pear      Buddlea    Aspidistra 
   Crepe Myrtle      Crepe Myrtle    Azalea 
   Flowering Crabapple     Dwarf Crepe Myrtle   Camelia 
   Japanese Maple     Flowering Qunice   Fern 
* Mexican Plum Forsythia    Hasta 
* Mountain Laurel     Hardy Hybiscus (Flare)  Hydrangia 
   Purple Plum   * Hardy Red Oleander 
* Smoke Tree      Mock Orange 
* Yaupon Holly      Pomegranite 
       Spirea 
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Evergreen Shrubs  Evergreen Shrubs   Other Shrubs 
(Acceptable for low  (Acceptable for living 
[5’ or less] screening)  [greater than 5’] screening 
 
* Barberry, Japanese     Buford Holly    * Agarita 
   Dwarf Abelia      Cherry Laurel    * American Beautyberry 
   Dwarf Buford Holly     Cleyeria       Arborvitae 
   Dwarf Chinese Holly  * Eleagnus    * Buttonwood 
* Dwarf Nandinas     Foster Holly    * Cotoneaster 
* Dwarf Yaupon Holly  * Grandiflora Abelia      Coralberry 
   Indian Hawthorn     Nellie R. Stevens Holly     Juniper 
   Spreading Junipers     Podocarpus    * Nandina 
   Wintergreen Boxwood                Photinia    * Ruellia 
    * Texas Sage (Cenzia)   * Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum 
         Upright Junipers      Sweet Viburnum 
       Waxleaf Ligustrum      Texas Lantana 
       Wax Myrtle    * Turk’s Cap 
       Willowleaf Holly   * Yucca Aloifolia 

* Yucca Gloriosa 
       * Yucca Pavifolia 

  
 

 
 Ground Cover Vines Turf Grass 
 
   Asian Jasmine     Boston Ivy      Buffalo Grass 
   English Ivy      Bougainvillea                 Common Bermuda 
   Liriope      Carolina Jessamine    Tif Bermuda 
   Monkey Grass     Climbing Roses 
* Santolina Green/Grey     Clematis 
* Texas Honeysuckle  * Coral Honeysuckle 
   Trailing Juniper     English Ivy 
   Vinca    * Globeberry    Ornamental Grasses 
    * Passionflower Vine     

* Pigeonberry Pennisetum (Several (Varieties)  
* Pipevine Pampas Grass  
* Prairie Rose     
* Purple Leatherflower 

       Star Jasmine 
 

Notes: 
 
* Plants preferred due to their lower water demand and high pest resistance. 
 

Additional plant material may be approved as appropriate. 
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CITY OF DUNCANVILLE 
 

APPROVED REPLACEMENT TREE LIST 
 
 

Large Trees  Ornamental Flowering  Small Trees 
    Trees 
 
* Afgan Pine       Aristocrat Pear   * Ashe Juniper 
   Bald Cypress     Bradford Pear   * Carolina Buckthorn 
   Big Tooth Maple     Crepe Myrtle   * Desert Willow 
* Black Hickory    Flowering Crabapple  * Eastern Redbud 
* Black Walnut    Japanese Maple    Forest Pansy Redbud 
* Bur Oak   * Mexican Plum      Golden Raintree 
   Caddo Maple  * Mountain Laurel       Japanese Black Pine 
* Cedar Elm      Purple Plum       Little Gem Magnolia 
* Chinese Pistachio  * Smoke Tree    * Oklahoma Redbud 
* Chinquapin Oak  * Yaupon Holly   * Possumhaw 
   Deodor Cedar       * Texas Persimmon 
* Honey Locust (Thornless)      * Yaupon Holly 
* Lacebark Elm 
   Pecan 
* Plateau Live Oak 
* Shumard Red Oak 
* Southern Live Oak 
   Southern Magnolia 
* Sugarberry 
   Sweetgum 
   Sycamore 
* Texas Ash 
* Texas Red Oak 
* Western Soapberry 
   White Ash 
 
Notes: 
 
*Plants preferred due to their lower water demand and high pest resistance. 
 




















